
MAFSA Meeting 
Minutes 
October 27, 2023 

2023-2024 
 October 27, 2023 

12:30 pm - 3:00 pm 
 

ZOOM link for meeting: 
 
PLEASE BE CAREFUL WHEN ADDING INFORMATION TO THE AGENDA-IT 

CAN BE EDITED AND SEEN BY EVERYONE WITH THE LINK!! 
 

Topic: MAFSA General meeting 
Times:  12:30 pm to 3:00 pm (Eastern) 

 
RECORDING: MAFSA Meeting Recording - 10-27-23.mp4 

 
Facilitators:  Margarita 
Timekeeper (reminders/agenda adjustments): Margarita 
Notetaker (important reminders/next steps): Margarita 
 
Objectives:  

• Membership/Website Overview and Updates 
• Secretary’s Report 
• Member Questions 
• New Information for Charts 
• New Business 
• Schedule meetings for remainder of year - 2023-2024 

 
Schedule: 
Time Min

. 
Activity  

12:3
0 
- 
  
12:3
5  

5” Click  
here to sign in   
MEMBERS - Initial next to your name, make changes as necessary 
GUESTS - sign in at the bottom of the page 

12:3
5 - 

 10” Objective 1: Membership/Website Overview and Updates - Candice and Silvia 
• NOTE: A $5 donation will be collected from every member/guest per 

year in order to support the MAFSA website. Please select how you wish 



12:4
5 

to send your donation : Zelle (preferred), CashApp, PayPal, or check 
(include “Donation to MAFSA 2023-2024” in comments).  P.S. This is not 
a membership fee, but a voluntary donation, therefore we cannot send 
an invoice. Make sure your payment is classified in the app as 
something OTHER than goods or services so it won't be mistaken for 
taxable income by the IRS. 

• Silvia’s email - hokesilvia@gmail.com 
• Candice - Membership Chair: training on the Charts was held in April 

2023. Next opportunity will be in October 23 or February 24. Rules of 
membership - 3 members per school district, must attend one meeting 
per school year, guests are always welcome. Members will receive the 
password in order to access the Charts on the website.  

12:4
5 - 
12:5
5 

10”  Objective 2: Secretary’s Report - Silvia 
• Review of Minutes from last meeting (see below and on website) 
• By-laws can be reviewed here.  

1:00 
- 
2:00 

60” Objective 3:  Member Questions 
 
 

• My question is about entering course history. When other districts evaluate 
International transcripts and enter course history, if you have awarded a core 
course credit (Math, English, Science, or Social Studies)do you change the 
course name to the one on the student's transcript or do you leave it as the 
course name that corresponds to the course code of your district? (Vanessa 
Koubratoff) 

• We heard about changes to the Dominican Republic High School system. 
instead of graduating at 5to we've been told they now graduate at 6to. Has 
anyone heard about this? (Taina Compagnet) 

o NCAA listing Dom Rep as 6 years for graduation - GUIDE TO 
INTERNATIONAL ACADEMIC STANDARDS FOR ATHLETICS 
ELIGIBILITY   

o  
• When is a transcript without the diploma deemed sufficient to be classified as a 

graduate? (Some countries have exams, some do not). (Alexandra Nunez) 
o Families who left a month or two before they finished their last year 
o Consult with area community college to confirm if transcripts qualify as 

graduated 
• “Students transferring above the tenth grade from schools or other education 

programs that do not require or give credit for health and physical education 
shall not be required to take these courses to meet graduation requirements.” 
8VAC20-131-60. Transfer students. (virginia.gov) Does any school district 
follow this policy? (Ana Johnson) 

o VA school districts do follow this waiver. 
• Does anybody have a Transcript Evaluation Manual for their school district that 

I can follow to create one for my district? (Ana Johnson) 



o Jill Tucker to share manual 
• Our division has an ever increasing EL population and we've been struggling to 

consistently transcribe credits. I am specifically interested in how other divisions 
transcribe credits for countries who only attend secondary school until 11th 
grade. Do you transcribe any 8th grade courses for high school credit? Does it 
depend on the content? How are other divisions documenting their structured 
interviews? (Natosha Fradillalda) 

o Some districts are awarding math and WL credits from middle school 
o Some are only awarding WL credits 
o Require a review of the course syllabus to determine 

• How would you handle an 18 year old refugee enrollment with no records? 
Can you walk me through your school district's process for any newcomer 
enrollment with or without records? This includes grade placement, testing, 
conditional scheduling, etc. How do you discuss graduation requirements, 
promotion, any other school related important information with students and 
families? Are there welcome packets or handouts available in their native 
language? (Sheena Cox) 

• Oral declaration for possible credit awarding 
• Place them by age 
• https://www2.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/curriculum/esol/instruction/cre

a 
• https://www2.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/curriculum/esol/instruction/me

ts 
•  

• Transcripts from the Cambridge Program (DeJah Sharon Robinson) 
o Invite Cambridge Rep to present to us 
o Look at how many core IGCSE courses are passed 
o Some districts also consider age 
o https://www.wes.org/ 
o https://ww2.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/departments/policy/pdf/jearc.pd

f 
o  

• Overage students transferring to high schools.(Nicola Williams) 
o Share a graduated letter template 

• What are the steps that your district takes when a student transfers from 
another school district and was placed in an incorrect grade placement? 
(Amelia Castaneda) 

o Case by case - start with age, but take into account schooling 
completed or any education gaps 

o Decision can be made with family and student - notify school and share 
rationale 

• Do any school districts award credits for Honors/Advanced Courses? (Jill 
Tucker) 

o MCPS doesn’t 
o Florida will request letter to support honors/advanced and they will 

honor those courses 
• Any ‘country profiles for credit’ resources for evaluating student transcripts from 

Turkey (example linked)? (Lindsey Jacobs) 
o Make sure you have official school records 
o Insist that families obtain these records for accurate evaluations  



2:00 
- 
2:30 

30” Objective 4: New Information for Charts 
Transcript Evaluation Database (Silvia) - check here for Country Profiles. 
Updates have been added for several countries, including curriculum 
guides for the Dominican Republic. 

 
 

• All countries need review - suggest we divide up the countries. 
Suggested that all members start collecting information when they run 
across transcripts that differ from the information on the Charts, and 
add the info to the shared database:  

 
 

o Sign up HERE to review specific countries 
 
 

• Changes from last meeting: 
 

o Ethiopia (MCPS will continue researching) 
o Belarus - MCPS (Maribel) found information -country not in 

our Charts. Will investigate for next meeting 
 

• New Data: 
o  Netherlands (Candice Lenet and Monica Ranta will investigate)  

2:30 
- 
2:50 

20” Objective 5: New Business 
 
 

• Discuss the awarding of the English credits 
• Invite Cambridge representative 

2:50 
- 
3:00 

10” Closing: Dates for 2023 - 2024  Meetings:  
Tentative dates, meetings to be held virtually or hybrid. 

• October 27 2023 (virtual) 
• February 16 2024   
• May 10 2024 

  
Review Next steps from this meeting (Action Items) and Evaluation 
 

What: Who: When: 



MCPS Curriculum Guides for Math, Science, 
Social Studies - invite to discuss database and 
share findings at next meeting? 

MCPS (Norka, 
Margarita) 

 

Updates to Charts - many countries need 
review 

Everyone 
HERE   

Continuous 

Confirm Dom Rep graduation year to update 
MAFSA chart 

  

 

  
Assess what worked well and what didn’t in this meeting 

+ (What worked well) 
(What to change in future meetings)  

  

 

 
 


