
Metropolitan Area Foreign Student Advisors -  
2020 - 2021 - 2022 - 2023 - 2024 Meetings  

 
Website: www.MAFSA.info 

 
2024 - 2025 

 October 25, 2024 
10:00 am - 12:00 pm 

 
Virtual: ZOOM 

Please join the meeting at: 
Join Zoom Meeting 

 
PLEASE BE CAREFUL WHEN ADDING INFORMATION TO THE AGENDA-IT 
CAN BE EDITED AND SEEN BY EVERYONE WITH THE LINK!! 
 

Topic: MAFSA General meeting 
Times:  10:00 am to 12:00 pm (Eastern) 

 
RECORDING: GMT20241025-

140630_Recording_1920x1080.mp4 
 
Facilitator:  Silvia Hoke 
Timekeeper (reminders/agenda adjustments): Margarita Bohorquez 
Notetaker (important reminders/next steps): Silvia Hoke 
Transcript Trainer: TBD 
 
Objectives:  

• Membership/Website Overview and Updates 
• Secretary’s Report 
• Presentation on Cambridge/UK system 
• Member Questions 
• New Information for Charts 
• New Business 
• Schedule next meetings for: 2024-2025 

Schedule: 
Time Min. Activity  



10:00 
- 
  
10:10  

10” to sign in   
MEMBERS - Initial next to your name, make changes as necessary 
GUESTS - sign in at the bottom of the page 
 
86 participants! Way to go MAFSA. Welcome everyone. 

10:10 
-  
10:20 

 10” Objective 1: Membership/Website Overview and Updates - Candice and Silvia 
 
Website was renewed for one year in April. Thank you for your contributions! 
 
 

• NOTE: A $5 donation will be collected from every member/guest per 
year in order to support the MAFSA website. Please select how you 
wish to send your donation : Zelle (preferred), CashApp, PayPal, or 
check (include “Donation to MAFSA 2024-2025” in comments).  P.S. 
This is not a membership fee, but a voluntary donation, therefore we 
cannot send an invoice. Make sure your payment is classified in the 
app as something OTHER than goods or services so it won't be 
mistaken for taxable income by the IRS. 

• Silvia’s email - hokesilvia@gmail.com  (Manager and maintains 
website) 

• Candice - Membership Chair: training on the Charts was held on May 
10, 2024. Next opportunity will be determined by members today. 
Rules of membership - 3 members per school district, must attend one 
meeting per school year, guests are always welcome. Members will 
receive the password in order to access the Charts on the website.  

 
Notes: 
MAFSA is a network, welcome. 
Minutes from meetings on the MAFSA website. 
Silvia Hoke will update who has paid after this meeting on the sign in.  

10:20 
-  
10:25 

5”  Objective 2: Secretary’s Report - Silvia 
• Review of Minutes from last meeting (see below and on website) 
• By-laws can be reviewed here. 

 
Notes: 
Minutes from meetings on the MAFSA website. 

10:30 
- 
11:20 

50” Objective 3:  Presentation by Keith Lucey, Cambridge International 
James Bishop- higher Ed 
 
 

• Agenda: 



• Brief overview of Cambridge including largest regions 
• Core Subjects/O Levels required for IGSC Secondary Certificate 
• Core Subjects and equivalency to a US secondary education (Example 

of Arizona using 7 for 28 credits and another using 5) 
• Facts you think K-12 needs to know regarding Cambridge  
• Time for Q & A 

 
Notes: 
Part of University of Cambridge in UK 
10,000 schools world wide 
Many English learners, all curriculum taught in English 
Truly global, all student take the same exams 
Grand Canyon Diploma/Arizona high school diploma: graduates based on 
mastery, NOT seat time. 7 exams 
5-7 Exams for graduation- ensure these are CORE courses. 
PreACE in Florida are the IGSCEs 
North Carolina- honors credits for IGCSE 
 
 

Q & A: 
What is the difference between IGCSE, GCSE, or GCE or O levels? 
     Largest provider of international A levels-  
I=international. G=internal board within the UK. 
OCR=regulates   O levels= older naming convention 
GCE= within UK 
 
Cambridge has a contract with Pakistan serving public schools, so they have 
kept O levels 
O levels phased out in UK 
 
Is there a minimum age for A levels? We see a lot of students finishing IGCSE 
at the age of 15yrs ?   
 
From the 5-7 classes, how many core courses are required to be considered a 
high school graduate? 
 
5 Core Courses: Secondary Education 
TWO English exams= 4 years of English 
Science 
Math- integrated 
History 
 



If a student has A level courses with passing grades, does this mean the 
student has completed O levels and is considered a high school graduate? 
 
If a student has 7 passes, is this sufficient to be considered for competitive 4 
year universities in the USA? This is a question we often get from parents. 
Answer- Maybe. Many competitive universities in the US are also looking for A 
levels. 
A and A & S Levels are college level courses. 
 
The authentic certificate border has Cambridge International around it 

• Should we only accept the authentic certificate from Cambridge? Can 
we accept the Electronic Statement of Results?  

A transcript from the school shows the grades, but not connected to the 
results on the exam.  Consider time of year. 
 
Exams in June and November 
Ask for predicted scores. 
 
Does the sending country consider the student graduated after exams- it 
depends.  
Certificate of exams is not the equivalent of a diploma.  
 
If students don't pass the IGCSE subjects when they sit for the exam at the end 
of year 11, do they have to wait until next June to sit again or do they have 
other opportunities to test again? 
 
How can we verify that the student is submitting all exam results? eg if they 
submit a certificate with only two exams and they have taken more exams ? 
 

Could you talk a little about AQA, EDEXCEl- these are other organization 
boards, not part of Cambridge 
You might see combinations, but not interchangeable. 
 
Can the 'predicted grade' be considered as the final grade, if the final grade 
isn't listed? 
 
Ok, we are coming from PWCS and we have the Cambridge program- let's say 
a student has 7 passes, but they were taking A levels in their country, how 
many A/AS levels do they need to be considered "competitive" 
 
Universities are looking for 3 full A levels- standard internationally 
In US- varies, looking to see that students are taking advantage of what is 
available. 



 
Families share that the 'Extended courses' are rigorous and are equivalent to 
honor level courses.- These are considered HONORS 
California, FLorida, North Carolina, Prince William Co-  
IGCSE Extended  or Core- extended could be considered HONORs. 
Virginia- IGCSE considers these courses as HONORs. 
 
HONORS= pre advanced  IGCSE is considered HONORs  {Look at exams scores} 
Email Keith if you want confirmation of a school being a Cambridge school. 
 
Are there any databases that can provide test scores for students sitting for 
exams, or do we just rely on the student’s family to share?   -Get it from the 
school. 
 
https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/usa/ 
 
To see exam results-families https://direct.cie.org.uk/login 
Rarely do exam scores change. 
 
Exam in April-June, Results are in August, Final Oct/Nov 
Exam in Oct- Nov, Results are in Jan 
https://www.cambridgeinternational.org/exam-administration/cambridge-
exams-officers-guide/phase-1-preparation/key-dates-and-activities/ 
 
Can students do home study and take exams without attending the course in 
school? YES 
 
So should the English exam count as two English credits? We've counted them 
as English 9 and English 10 if they've been enrolled for the two years and 
passed the English IGSCE 
at AACP 
 

A Transcript is a USA thing.  
There may be self-study students. 
 

Keith Lucey 
917-636-0931 
keith.lucey@cambridge.org 
 

MAFSA Network: 
What are the implications for upgrading our guidance/best practices? 



Send additional questions to MAFSA and we will compile.  

11:20 
- 
11:30 

10” Objective 4: Member Questions 
• Mathematics - Jared Collier, Hanover County, VA - please see notes 

from the last meeting regarding awarding credits for Mathematics 
• Science - how to honor credits when Bio, chem and physics are listed 

separately over three years 
Notes: 
 
Please see minutes below, math was addressed in detail at the previous 
meeting. 
Generally, we have learned that many students are taking the equivalent of 
Algebra 1 beginning in grade 8.  (Integrated math generally follow the 
sequence of Algebra 1, Geometry, Algebra 2) 
 
Science:  
MCPS Framework  
Our challenge Currently researching 
What are other ELAs transferring for science? 

• In Henrico, I award 1 integrated science credit for 9th and 10th. 
• Va has integrated science and it counts toward graduation. 
• We similarly have created an International Science credit that fulfills 

the graduation requirements outside of Biology 
• In Loudoun we have an Integrated I, Integrated II and Integrated III (for 

the purpose of SOLs in VA see the following alignment) 
o Integrated I aligns to Earth Science 
o Integrated II aligns to Biology 
o Integrated III aligns to Chemistry 
o If a student is awarded an Integrated Science credit and enrolls 

in Earth Science or another grade level science course, NO 
repeat tag will be applied. 

• AACPS' International Science Credit can also be repeated 
• Harrisonburg City uses Integrated Science in this situation as well 
• Baltimore- can award credit by examination (County not City) 
• What does Maryland recognize and implement? 
• Algebra 2 is required for Chemistry? Or Physics? 
• Carroll County- we award as “NGSS Transfer Science” -this gives us 

latitude on which “bucket” (ESS, PS, LS) to fulfill. Work with content 
supervisors/school counselor based on graduation needs   



11:30 
- 
11:45 

15” Objective 5: New Information for Charts (Marissa Yzita - Charts Manager) 
Transcript Evaluation Database (Silvia) - check here for Country 
Profiles. Updates have been added for several countries, including 
curriculum guides for the Dominican Republic. Marissa has made 
changes to Dominican Republic, Guatemala and El Salvador.Guatemala 
school system, Silvia added new grading scale for Haiti to the Charts. 
Updated Charts are now posted on the website for members to access 
via the password-protected page. 

 
 

• All countries need review - suggest we divide up the countries. 
Suggested that all members start collecting information when they run 
across transcripts that differ from the information on the Charts, and 
add the info to the shared database:  

 
 
 
 

o Sign up HERE to review specific countries 
 
 
 

• Ivory Coast (Jennifer Leigh - Manassas City Public Schools) 
• New Zealand (Ana Acevedo - DCPS) 
• Equatorial Guinea ?? (doesn’t appear to be included) 
• Also, Aruba ?? (APS…sorry, yes we will see what we can find) 
• Is there any change in the grades break up in china ? We have a parent 

saying that the schools have changed to 1-5 -ES , 6-9-MS and 10-12- HS 
? I don't think so, 1-6 for ES, 7-9 is for MS and 10-12 HS; FYI, Children 
enter elementary school in China at the age of seven or seven and 
complete a six-year course. In “some areas” it is “5”years.  

• Serbia? (Andrea Beckman - AACPS) 
Notes: 
 
New Zealand, like Australia, uses a narrative report card. 
Burden of proof on family, implement MAFSA system.  

11:45 
- 
11:50 

5” Objective 6: New Business 
 
Notes: 



11:50 
- 
12:00 

10” Closing:  
Dates for 2024 - 2025  Meetings:  

Tentative dates, meetings to be held virtually or hybrid. 
• October 25, 2024  
• February 2025 (virtual) - Tentative Date Feb 21, 2025 10-12 
• May 2025 
• Date for next Charts Training: (possibly November 1, 8) 

  
Review Next steps from this meeting (Action Items) and Evaluation 
 

What: Who: When: 

Updates to Charts - many countries need review Everyone 
HERE   

Continuous 

 

  
Assess what worked well and what didn’t in this meeting 

+ (What worked well) 
(What to change in future meetings)  

  

 

 


