MAFSA MEETING
Minutes
May 10, 2024

Website: www.MAFSA.info

2023-2024
May 10, 2024
10:00 am - 2:00 pm

Hosted by Loudoun County, VA (Hybrid)
In-Person:

Virtual: MS Teams
Meeting ID: 231 009 591 000
Passcode: 523mCi

PLEASE BE CAREFUL WHEN ADDING INFORMATION TO THE AGENDA-IT
CAN BE EDITED AND SEEN BY EVERYONE WITH THE LINK!

Topic: MAFSA General meeting

Times: 10:00 am to 2:00 pm (Eastern)

RECORDING: MAFSA meeting-20240510 100749-Meeting Recording.mp4

Facilitator: Jennifer Ferrance

Timekeeper (reminders/agenda adjustments): Margarita Bohorquez
Notetaker (important reminders/next steps): Silvia Hoke

Transcript Trainer: Candice Lenet

Objectives:
e Membership/Website Overview and Updates
e Secretary’s Report
e Member Questions
e New Information for Charts
e New Business
e Schedule meetings for next year: 2024-2025

Schedule:



Activity

10:00 | 10” | Click here to sign in
- MEMBERS - Initial next to your name, make changes as necessary
GUESTS - sign in at the bottom of the page
10:10
10:10 | 10” | Objective 1: Membership/Website Overview and Updates - Candice and Silvia
10:20 Website was renewed for one year in April. Thank you for your contributions!
e NOTE: A S5 donation will be collected from every member/guest per
year in order to support the MAFSA website. Please select how you
wish to send your donation : Zelle (preferred), CashApp, PayPal, or
check (include “Donation to MAFSA 2023-2024" in comments). P.S.
This is not a membership fee, but a voluntary donation, therefore we
cannot send an invoice. Make sure your payment is classified in the app
as something OTHER than goods or services so it won't be mistaken for
taxable income by the IRS.
e Silvia’s email - hokesilvia@gmail.com
e Candice - Membership Chair: training on the Charts was held on
February 16 2024. Next opportunity will be TODAY, May 10 2024
starting at 12:30. Rules of membership - 3 members per school district,
must attend one meeting per school year, guests are always welcome.
Members will receive the password in order to access the Charts on the
website.
10:20 | 5” | Objective 2: Secretary’s Report - Silvia
- e Review of Minutes from last meeting (see below and on website)
10:25 e By-laws can be reviewed here.
10:25 | 60” | Objective 3: Member Questions/Topics
11:25

e MCPS Curriculum Guides for Math, Science, Social Studies (Norka
Padilla - MCPS) MAFSA Transfering International Credits May 2024.pdf

Norka Padilla from Montgomery County Public Schools explained their updated
transcript evaluation processes, which align Math, Science, and Social Studies




credits to national curricula (research done with many countries already).
Some key points: c

Credits are now being transferred, not ‘awarded’.

Number of credits per year used to be 7-8 total, now there is no limit
Science and Math subjects are aligned if there’s 70% curriculum match
English - will transfer all credits in grades 9-10.

e Granting of English credits (Pat Chiancone - PGCPS)
The discussion on English credits continued from above, since many
districts are now revisiting how English for graduation is being evaluated.
PGCPS started granting one English credit to students who had studied
English in their native country, regardless of current ESOL level. What are
other districts doing?

e What process do school districts follow to determine eligibility for enrollment
for students who may have graduated in their home country but are not yet
18 years old and would like to attend high school? (Jill Tucker - Fairfax Co.)
o Districts follow DoE guidelines that dictate that students who have

already earned a high school diploma or equivalent (anywhere) may
not be enrolled in high school. Some districts have sample
graduation letters that are sent to families in this situation, and they
can be found on the MAFSA website. Referral to the community
college, Adult Education, or university applications are appropriate.

e Cameroon Brevet results (Maribel Jahanbakhsh-Tehran - MCPS)
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1c-Y-
071DIdU3DAjng35e6XXvyoP00G H?usp=sharing

e | would like more information regarding the process for oral transcript
evaluations. (Ana Maria Johnson - Fredericksburg)
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1iNPnKTI0gZDnYAI93QFBFO8J-
VSpuCw3?usp=drive link

11:25

11:40

15"

Objective 4: New Information for Charts (Marissa Yzita - Charts Manager)
Transcript Evaluation Database (Silvia) - check here for Country Profiles.
Updates have been added for several countries, including curriculum
guides for the Dominican Republic. Marissa has made changes to
Dominican Republic and Guatemala school system changes. Silvia
added new grading scale for Haiti to the Charts. Updated Charts are




now posted on the website for members to access via the password-
protected page.

e All countries need review - suggest we divide up the countries.
Suggested that all members start collecting information when they run
across transcripts that differ from the information on the Charts, and
add the info to the shared database:

o Sign up HERE to review specific countries

o Discussed Peru, El Salvador, Afghanistan, India (K)

e Peru - report cards now show a QR code that links to a full transcript
for students, and there’s a legend to indicate if students have
graduated.

e El Salvador - students now take the AVANZA test (instead of the
PAES). Students must take the exam, but do not need to pass it to be
considered a graduate. Status can be checked on the ministry of Ed.
website.

o Afghanistan - districts still getting a lot of students. Sometimes the
school year differs from what’s on the Charts. Some students are
completing their schooling in Turkey, Pakistan, or Eastern European
Countries.

¢ India - lately students tend to be younger, maybe because of the
Junior K program at age 3. Namita (MCPS, from India) clarified that
there is Lower K and Upper K, and since private schools tend to be
expensive, students attend smaller or local schools for Kindergarten
and then interview for placement into first grade at age 6. Most
districts in MD and VA must follow the age requirements for entry
into grade 1 (based on date of birth).

11:40

11:50

10"

Objective 5: New Business

e Age placements in elementary/middle school




11:50

12:00

10”

Closing: LUNCH from 12:00 - 12:30.

Charts Training will continue at 12:30

Those not attending the Charts Training may come back after lunch to work
on difficult transcripts with other members. Meeting ends for all at 2:00 pm

Dates for 2024 - 2025 Meetings:
Tentative dates, meetings to be held virtually or hybrid.
e October 25, 2024
e February 2025 (virtual)
e May 2025

Review Next steps from this meeting (Action Items) and Evaluation

What: Who: When:

Updates to Charts - many countries need Everyone | Continuous

review HERE

Invite WES to present Silvia 2024-2025

Invite Cambridge to present Margarita | 2024-2025
Separate
webinar/
presentation

Assess what worked well and what didn’t in this meeting

+ (What .
worked (What to change in future meetings)
well)

I’'m wondering about the possibility of having breakout
rooms by state for some of the discussions. That is,
anything about the charts and/or if there are guest
speakers (like Cambridge) that could be for the whole
group. However, state guidance can be different so it
would be nice to have an opportunity to have a more
focused conversation with those school divisions that have
similar requirements




