MAFSA Meeting
Minutes

March 1, 2024

Topic: MAFSA General meeting

Times: 1:00 pm to 3:00 pm (Eastern)

Facilitators: Silvia, Margarita, Candice
Timekeeper (reminders/agenda adjustments): Margarita
Notetaker (important reminders/next steps): Silvia

Objectives:
e Membership/Website Overview and Updates
e Secretary’s Report
e Member Questions
e New Information for Charts
e New Business
e Schedule meetings for remainder of year - 2023-2024

Schedule:

Time ‘ Min. ‘ Activity

1:00 | 10” | Click here to sign in

- MEMBERS - Initial next to your name, make changes as necessary
GUESTS - sign in at the bottom of the page

1:10

1:10 | 10” | Objective 1: Membership/Website Overview and Updates - Candice and Silvia

- e NOTE: A S5 donation will be collected from every member/guest per

1:20 year in order to support the MAFSA website. Please select how you wish
to send your donation : Zelle (preferred), CashApp, PayPal, or check
(include “Donation to MAFSA 2023-2024” in comments). P.S. This is not
a membership fee, but a voluntary donation, therefore we cannot send
an invoice. Make sure your payment is classified in the app as
something OTHER than goods or services so it won't be mistaken for
taxable income by the IRS.

e Silvia’s email - hokesilvia@gmail.com

e Candice - Membership Chair: training on the Charts was held on
February 16 2024. Next opportunity will be in May 2024 or October
2024. Rules of membership - 3 members per school district, must attend




one meeting per school year, guests are always welcome. Members will
receive the password in order to access the Charts on the website.

1:20

1:25

5"

Objective 2: Secretary’s Report - Silvia

Review of Minutes from last meeting (see below and on website)
By-laws can be reviewed here.

1:25

2:25

60"

Objective 3: Member Questions

From Previous Meeting: Confirm Dom Rep graduation year to update
MAFSA chart

Since the preponderance of standards for ELA classes are not specific to the
English language, can we assign ELA credits for language arts classes taken in
languages other than English? (Chris Beers-Arthur)

| have recently met with a student from Guatemala who finished the 1st year of
ciclo basico(7th grade), and then did the segunda etapa of basico. The
information | found on the Ministry of Education of Guatemala's website says
that the segunda etapa is only tercero basico. My question is if anyone has had
students doing the "Programa Modalidades Flexibles para la educacion media"
of Guatemala. This student only completed the segunda etapa( 9th grade) and
skipped the 8th grade or segundo basico. The student said that the segunda
etapa she did was segundo y tercero basico, but the website says it's only
tercero or 9th grade. (Vanessa Koubratoff)

2:25

2:40

15"

Objective 4: New Information for Charts

Transcript Evaluation Database (Silvia) - check here for Country Profiles.
Updates have been added for several countries, including curriculum
guides for the Dominican Republic.

All countries need review - suggest we divide up the countries.
Suggested that all members start collecting information when they run
across transcripts that differ from the information on the Charts, and
add the info to the shared database:

o Sign up HERE to review specific countries

Changes from last meeting:

o Ethiopia (MCPS will continue researching)




o Belarus - MCPS (Maribel) found information -country not in
our Charts. Will investigate for next meeting

e New Data:
o Netherlands (Candice Lenet and Monica Ranta will investigate)

2:40 | 10” | Objective 5: New Business

2:50

e Consultation with State Education departments regarding our transcript
evaluation processes?

e Review best practices document

2:50 | 10” | Closing: Dates for 2023 - 2024 Meetings:

- Tentative dates, meetings to be held virtually or hybrid.
3:00 e October 27 2023 (virtual)

e February 16 2024 - Charts Training

e March 1, 2024 (virtual)

e May 10, 2024 (possibly Loudoun - in person?)

Review Next steps from this meeting (Action Items) and Evaluation

What: Who: When:

MCPS Curriculum Guides for Math, MCPS (Norka, | For May 10th

Science, Social Studies - invite to discuss Margarita) meeting

database and share findings at next

meeting?

Updates to Charts - many countries need Everyone Continuous

review HERE

Invite WES to present Silvia For May 10th

Invite Cambridge to present Margarita Separate
webinar/
presentation

Assess what worked well and what didn’t in this meeting




+ (What worked well)

A(What to change in

future meetings)

Discussions about best practices and
consideration of ongoing equity work




