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Revised 12-1-16 

Guidance for Refugees and Asylees on Maintaining Lawful Status 

The refugee resettlement agencies in Maryland are committed to serving refugees and asylees, and we are 

providing guidance to ensure that our clients retain the protections they have been granted under US law. 

Regardless of changes in enforcement priorities, anyone who has already been granted refugee status or 

political asylum cannot lose their status except under circumstances outlined in the Immigration and 

Nationality Act (INA). 

Refugee status cannot be terminated unless the U.S. government can establish that an individual did not 

meet the definition of a refugee at the time of admission to the U.S. (e.g. due to fraud in the initial claim). 

Asylee status can only be terminated where an individual did not meet the definition of a refugee at the time 

asylum was granted or subsequently ceased to meet the definition of refugee (e.g. due to changed country 

conditions) prior to adjusting to LPR status. 

For derivative asylees and refugees, the provisions of law which accord derivative status to spouses and 

unmarried children under 21 of principal refugees and asylees will remain in effect unless changed by 

legislation. Even if changes were made to the U.S. Refugee Admissions Program and its associated family 

reunification process, (i.e. P-3 Family Reunification AOR, P-2 CAM-AOR and P-2 Direct Access), refugees and 

asylees already in the U.S. will still be able to petition for their derivative relatives through the 1-730 
Asylee/Refugee Relative Petition ("Visa-92/93") process. 

Refugees and asvlees have legal obligations associated with their status and should do the following in order 

to ensure compliance with the law and avoid anv consequences for failing to meet these obligations.  

1) Apply for Adjustment of Status After One Year of Physical Presence in the U.S. 

Refugees must timely file their adjustment application as those who fail to do so at the one-year mark risk 

enforcement measures, including detention. 

2) Register All Changes of Address Within Ten Days 

Immigration law requires all non-U.S. citizens in the U.S. for 30 days or more to register their address with 

the Department of Homeland Security by filing Form AR-11 Alien's Change of Address Card with USCIS within 

10 days of the change. Failure to do so may result in a fine or even prison, and may be grounds for removal 

from the U.S. unless the individual can demonstrate that such failure was not knowing or willful. 

3) Do not return to country of nationality/persecution 

Although U.S. immigration law does not prohibit refugees or asylees from returning to the country from 

which they claimed persecution; it is important to be aware of the risks of doing so. Voluntarily returning to 

the country of persecution, even for a short visit or even for urgent reasons, may 	construed as 
contradicting the refugee's or asylee's claim that s/he was unable or unwilling to return to their country of 

nationality on account of their government's inability or unwillingness to protect them from harm. Return to . 

the country of persecution, regardless of whether or not the individual has obtained a Refugee Travel 

Document and/or adjusted.to  LPR status, could interpreted as evidence of fraud or misrepresentation in the 

initial refugee claim. This could result in either a refusal to readmit the individual to the U.S., or termination 

of their refugee or asylum status at a later date. Similarly, travelling on a passport issued by the country of 
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